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Adaptive tricycles presented to special needs children
Special to Fort Myers News-Press

Thanks to support from Grampy’s
Charities and Sanibel Captiva Community Bank, Robbie’s Riders presented
five adaptive tricycles, worth nearly
$6,000, to Naples children through its
Freedom Program at the bank’s McGregor branch in Fort Myers.
“With special adaptive tricycles,
these children get to experience a sense
of independence and social freedom,”
said Jack Johannemann, director of
Robbie’s Riders. “We are so happy to be
able to bring smiles to these children’s
faces with the pure joy of riding a tricycle, something many of them have never
done before.”
Angeles Escobedo, an 8-year-old girl
with hemiparesis, neurologic complications and severe epilepsy, has decreased strength, motor control and coordination that cause decreased balance and delayed gross motor skills.
Zara Patel, a 4-year-old girl with An-
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gelman syndrome and autism, has muscle weakness and global hypotonia.
Six-year-old Jeremiah Rivas has a
complex medical history, including severe autism, tuberous sclerosis and active seizure disorder.
Karolay Chiniros is a 16-year-old girl
with brain injury, triplegic cerebral pal-

Verandah, in partnership with St.
Vincent de Paul Church, will hold its 10th
annual Mega Fundraiser Garage Sale on
Saturday, March 10, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The sale will be set up inside and on the
grounds of the St. Vincent de Paul Social
Center, conveniently located at 13031
Palm Beach Blvd. in Fort Myers.
The sale will include items such as
furniture, art work, jewelry, bicycles
and sporting equipment, housewares
and so much more. Verandah’s proceeds
will go to benefit Blessings in a Backpack of Southwest Florida, a nonprofit
organization that works with our local
elementary schools to provide food on
the weekend for children who might
otherwise go hungry. For more information on Blessings in a Backpack of
Southwest Florida, see www.blessingsinswfl.org
Items left from the sale will be donated to local charities.

sion is $20 for adults and $15 for students 9th grade and above. Tickets are
available from any music student or
FMHSMusic.com. NBC-2 anchor Peter
Busch will be master of ceremonies.
“Our award-winning marching band
has been invited to participate in the
McDonald’s
Thanksgiving
Parade
alongside some of the nation’s best entertainment,” said John Wilkerson,
Ed.S., Fort Myers High School Director
of Bands. “Our Green Wave Band Program must raise more than $250,000 to
cover the travel costs for the participating students. This is our first major
fundraiser.”
Green Wave Band Boosters is a nonprofit organization that is committed to
morally and financially support the Green
Wave music ensemble programs at Fort
Myers High School. The programs include
marching band, dance, color guard, jazz
band, wind ensemble, orchestra, winter
guard and concert band.
For more information go to
FMHSmusic.com or contact John Wilkerson at 239.334.2167 ex 235 or email at
JohnWW@leeschools.net.

Funktastic Greenwave Palooza
to support FMHS marching band

Tickets on sale
for ‘Batfish Bash for the Bay’

Funktastic Green Wave Palooza will
be held on Thursday, March 29, from 610 p.m. at The Ranch Concert Hall & Saloon, 2158 Colonial Blvd. in Fort Myers.
The concert and silent auction will feature the Fort Myers High School Green
Wave Jazz Band followed by headliner
Reverend Barry and the Funk. Admis-

Friends of Rookery Bay will present
the 9th Annual Batfish Bash for the Bay
from 6 to 10:30 p.m. on Friday, March 16,
at the Rookery Bay Environmental
Learning Center, 300 Tower Road in Naples. The signature event will celebrate
the taste and feel of Old Florida and life
along the Gulf coast with cocktails, sun-

BECAUSE THEY CARE
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SAE THE DATE

Join CROW for some ‘Southern Comfort’
Special to Fort Myers News-Press

The Clinic for the Rehabilitation of
Wildlife (CROW) is excited to host
“Southern Comfort on Sanibel” on Friday, March 23, at the Sanibel Community House. Doors open at 6 p.m. and the
last dance ends at 9 p.m.
“This annual event will be bigger and
better to commemorate CROW’s 50th
Anniversary,” according to event chair
Diane Neitzel. “We went deeper into the
South for our menu of barbeque. Mike
Binkowski will be on-site at the Community House with his smoker preparing brisket, pulled pork and sides.” The
evening will also feature live music by
the LCEC Killa-Watts, a raffle and games
with prizes ranging from silly to serious.
A live auction under the gavel of
Tommy Williams will highlight the evening. Pool resources with friends and
family and be the designated bidder on
one of the unique items. Some of the
items on the auction block include an
award-winning hand-stitched quilt
honoring one of CROW’s famous patients, Ozzie of the Southwest Florida
Eagle Cam nest, the chance for a bird’s
eye view of Sanibel and the barrier islands with a private pilot, dinner with a
CROW Doctor at “Taste of the Taste”
winning Thistle Lodge, and many more.
Raffle items with values from $75$150 to be drawn throughout the evening include a “Paint your Pet” evening,
a CROW Wildlife Walk package, various
gift baskets and more. Be sure to follow
CROW’s Facebook event page to learn
about all the great items in the live auc-

sy affecting her right arm and both legs,
and neuromuscular scoliosis.
Joshua Ortiz, a 7-year-old boy with
autism, has not been able to engage in
any physical activities due to lack of
safe equipment that can accommodate
his needs.
When riding these tricycles, these
children will benefit from general
strengthening, new proprioceptive sensory input, and improved reciprocal coordination of the legs. They can now
participate in activities with their families and peers, and enjoy the normal
childhood experience of riding a bike.
Robbie’s Riders’ program provides
special adaptive bicycles and tricycles
to children with disabilities, according
to their individual capacities and needs.
The charity works to donate special
needs cycles as quickly as they can raise
funds to purchase them. Working with
Claire Le Boulenge, a pediatric physical
therapist with Golisano Children’s Hospital who donates her services to assist,

each child is evaluated and fitted for his
or her own special adaptive cycle.
Grampy’s Charities has supported
Robbie’s Riders, opening up new avenues to fundraise and continue delivering adaptive bicycles to children with
disabilities. Sanibel Captiva Community Bank first partnered with Grampy’s
Charities for fundraising in 2017, making it possible for Robbie’s Riders to present its first two adaptive bicycles in
Southwest Florida last year.
A small, all-volunteer organization,
Robbie’s Riders has provided 32 custom-made, adaptive cycles to children
in the past year. The organization is
dedicated to bettering the lives of children.
Learn
more
at
www.savethekid.org.
Grampy’s Charities is a volunteer organization with no paid staff. For a quarter century, they have donated more
than $3 million to children’s charities.
Learn
more
at
www.grampyscharities.org.

set on the bridge over Henderson Creek,
dinner and dancing, a raffle and live
auction featuring shark tagging and python hunting expeditions, among other
adventures led by Rookery Bay staff.
Honorary Chair is J. Dudley Goodlette, chairperson is Karyn Capozzo,
co-chairperson is Milda Vaivada, and
committee members are Pat Carroll,
Muffy Clark Gill, Carolin Hadry, CJ
O’Connor, Bruce Robertson, Mary Vertin, Lori Wagor, Tom Wagor and Sandi
Wilson. NBC-2 News Anchor Stacey
Deffenbaugh will serve as emcee and
Rick Gallo as auctioneer.
A general event ticket is $250 while a
Keystone Ticket is $750 and includes
special seating, recognition in the evening program, adoption of a local sea
turtle nest and year-long recognition in
the Friends of Rookery Bay’s Adopt A
Sea Turtle Nest program, including an
invitation to an end-of-season reception.
Tickets may be purchased at
rookerybay.org/bash or by calling 239530-5971.

American Association of
University Women meeting
The American Association of University Women will be held from 11:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. March 17 at the Landings in
Fort Myers, 4420 Flagship Drive.
The speakers will be Sharon Aldrich
and Melinda Starrett, who is the co-director of “Into The Jordan Ministries.”
They will be addressing the issue of human trafficking in Lee County. Melinda
is a survivor of trafficking and will speak
about the trauma involved in being a
victim of trafficking and how it impacts
on the lives of women.
Sharon will speak about the services
that their organization offers to women
seeking to get out of trafficking. The organization serves women in downtown
Fort Myers ages 18 and older. As many as
40 women are being served at this time.
The public is invited but reservations
are needed for the meeting. For further
information about this meeting or
AAUW
email
aauwleecounty@gmail.com or go to fmlc-fl.aauw.net.
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The fourth annual “Southern Comfort
on Sanibel” will be held Friday, March
23, at the Sanibel Community House.
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tion and raffle.
Admission is $70 per person, but can
be purchased at a reduced price of $60
per person before March 2. Register online by visiting www.CROWClinic.org or
stop by CROW’s Visitor Education Center.
Established in 1968, the Clinic for the
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW) is a
teaching hospital saving the sick, injured and orphaned native and migratory wildlife of Southwest Florida and
beyond. Through state-of-the-art veterinary care, public education programs
and an engaging visitor center, CROW
works to improve the health of the environment, humans and our animals
through wildlife medicine. For more information, or to plan your visit, go to
www.crowclinic.org. If you find an animal that is in need of help, call (239)
472-3644 ext. #222.
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