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Adaptive tricycles presented to special needs children

Special to Fort Myers News-Press

Thanks to support from Grampy’s
Charities and Sanibel Captiva Commu-
nity Bank, Robbie’s Riders presented
five adaptive tricycles, worth nearly
$6,000, to Naples children through its
Freedom Program at the bank’s McGre-
gor branch in Fort Myers.

“With special adaptive tricycles,
these children get to experience a sense
of independence and social freedom,”
said Jack Johannemann, director of
Robbie’s Riders. “We are so happy to be
able to bring smiles to these children’s
faces with the pure joy of riding a tricy-
cle, something many of them have never
done before.”

Angeles Escobedo, an 8-year-old girl
with hemiparesis, neurologic complica-
tions and severe epilepsy, has de-
creased strength, motor control and co-
ordination that cause decreased bal-
ance and delayed gross motor skills.

Zara Patel, a 4-year-old girl with An-
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gelman syndrome and autism, has mus-
cle weakness and global hypotonia.

Six-year-old Jeremiah Rivas has a
complex medical history, including se-
vere autism, tuberous sclerosis and ac-
tive seizure disorder.

Karolay Chiniros is a 16-year-old girl
with brain injury, triplegic cerebral pal-

sy affecting her right arm and both legs,
and neuromuscular scoliosis.

Joshua Ortiz, a 7-year-old boy with
autism, has not been able to engage in
any physical activities due to lack of
safe equipment that can accommodate
his needs.

When riding these tricycles, these
children will benefit from general
strengthening, new proprioceptive sen-
sory input, and improved reciprocal co-
ordination of the legs. They can now
participate in activities with their fam-
ilies and peers, and enjoy the normal
childhood experience of riding a bike.

Robbie’s Riders’ program provides
special adaptive bicycles and tricycles
to children with disabilities, according
to their individual capacities and needs.
The charity works to donate special
needs cycles as quickly as they can raise
funds to purchase them. Working with
Claire Le Boulenge, a pediatric physical
therapist with Golisano Children’s Hos-
pital who donates her services to assist,

each child is evaluated and fitted for his
or her own special adaptive cycle.

Grampy’s Charities has supported
Robbie’s Riders, opening up new ave-
nues to fundraise and continue deliver-
ing adaptive bicycles to children with
disabilities. Sanibel Captiva Communi-
ty Bank first partnered with Grampy’s
Charities for fundraising in 2017, mak-
ing it possible for Robbie’s Riders to pre-
sent its first two adaptive bicycles in
Southwest Florida last year.

A small, all-volunteer organization,
Robbie’s Riders has provided 32 cus-
tom-made, adaptive cycles to children
in the past year. The organization is
dedicated to bettering the lives of chil-
dren. Learn more at
www.savethekid.org.

Grampy'’s Charities is a volunteer or-
ganization with no paid staff. For a quar-
ter century, they have donated more
than $3 million to children’s charities.
Learn more at
www.grampyscharities.org.



